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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Den Sorte Skole is a sample-based producer and composer group from Copenhagen, Denmark, founded by Simon Dokkedal, Martin F. Jakobsen (on leave since 2011) and Martin Højland. 

By sampling fragments of sound from old vinyl-records from all corners of the world and genres as diverse as folk, psych rock, early electronic music, noise, all kinds of so-called world-music, classical music and field recordings, Den Sorte Skole take their listeners on a unique journey through musical history and beyond. 

Their live performances are like dark symphonic trips unfolding on turntables, samplers and effect-machines with tons of samples flying through the speakers. However, as opposed to most turntable-lists, scratching and immediate dj-effects are not used here. They blend the thousands of sound bites into flawless collages of sound; sounding like it was intended to be like this. In that sense Den Sorte Skole’s shows are to be considered concerts and not DJ-sets or turntablist-shows. 

Since the release of their magnum opus, Lektion III in spring 2013, Den Sorte Skole has been busy touring Denmark and Europe: Several tours across Denmark, the biggest stages on Roskilde Festival, Skanderborg Festival and Tivoli and six sold-out shows in The Royal Danish Playhouse in Denmark. A European support tour for Trentemøller, several solo-tours across Germany, concerts in Croatia, Holland, Spain, Poland, Switzerland and Austria and main shows on Eurosonic, Womex, Amsterdam Dance Event and last but not least Transmusicales.


Indians & Cowboys 
Den Sorte Skole is now preparing the release of their new album, Indians & Cowboys, coming out October 26, 2015. This is not a Lektion IV, but a collection of individual tracks that develop the sample-based universe of Lektion III into even more extreme territory - more samples, more raw and spontaneous energies and more complex compositions. Expect everything from head nodding tribal bangers to middle-eastern funky grooves, distorted noise infernos and beautiful piano-trips. Indians & Cowboys is like a colorful, chaotic and twisted representation of the conflict-torn world we live in anno 2015! 


A Trilogy of Classical Symphonies
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]In January 2014, Den Sorte Skole entered a composers-in-residence collaboration with the Danish National Chamber Orchestra and the Danish Art Council. From 2014 to 2018, Den Sorte Skole – together with the internationally acclaimed film-composer Karsten Fundal - will write three symphonies combining the sampled universe of Den Sorte Skole with a classical orchestra. The first symphony was premiered in front of 2.500 mesmerized spectators in the grand Concert Hall at the Danish Broadcasting Company in June 2014 in Copenhagen. One of the leading Danish music magazines wrote: ”A vibrant, meditative and dramatic journey into the universe of music. Very different. And very hard to explain” (5-star Review in Gaffa, 8/6 2014)

After the political closing of the National Danish Chamber Orchestra in early 2015, the project has been moved to the Copenhagen Philharmonic Orchestra. The second symphony will premiere with them in Copenhagen on the 17th of February 2016. 


From Mash-up Kings to Sample Wizards
Den Sorte Skole started out as a hip-hop and reggae DJ crew and soon became the Danish frontrunners practicing the concept of mash-up DJ’ing. By making surprising blends of legends like Neil Young with Dj Premier and Janis Joplin with Dj Format live on turntables they gathered a large following in Denmark. This resulted in their first release – the mixtape, Lektion #1 from 2006. 

Three years later Lektion #1 was followed by Lektion #2 in 2008 – a more complex mix of vinyl samples gathered from a much more genre-diverse group of music. Everything from Anatolian progressive rock, British horror movie soundtracks and forgotten Danish folk tunes came together with dark hip-hop beats and explosive thunderclaps form early dub-step and drum’n’bass. Though still a mixtape, Lektion #2 became the best-reviewed music release in Denmark in 2008 and Den Sorte Skole went on several sold-out tours. 

 In January 2010 Roskilde Festival challenged the Den Sorte Skole to create an anniversary concert celebrating the festivals 40-year history from 1971 to 2010. They undertook the task with great awe and humility and spent months digging through Roskilde’s vast musical catalogue. The result was a massive 2-hour celebration with 30.000 people, hailed in the leading Danish daily Politiken as “a demonstration of the historic superiority of the Roskilde Festival containing both legends and the diversity of shifts in musical expression through the years past”. 

With Lektion III, Den Sorte Skole left the realm of mash-ups and mixtapes completely and released a full-scale sampled-based album. Three years of work went into this magnum opus that earned them the prestiges Danish Critic’s Award - ”Steppeulven” – as ”Composers of the Year 2014”. 

Lektion III was a contemplative and demanding listen that sent the listener on an introspective journey into – and through - their own mind and the different moods of life. The vision was to encourage people to listen deeply and lose themselves in new sounds, atmospheres and rhythms. And those that were open were rewarded with an extraordinary musical piece that continuous to grows on the listener and reveal new details even after many a listen. 


Live Storytelling with Lights and Visuals

Live, Den Sorte Skole feels like a dark and dizzying trip that shifts elegantly between earth-shaking bass and beautiful fields of sound. 

For selected big shows in 2013 and 2014 Den Sorte Skole built an impressive audio-visual concept together with light-engineer Frederik Heitmann and the internationally acclaimed Danish visual artist group Dark Matters. From the top of the mountain to the deep bottom of the sea, this show was an audio-visual tale from every corner of the world and beyond. French media labelled this the ”finest electro-show on Transmusicales since Kraftwerk” in December 2014.

The collaboration with Dark Matters continues with the release of Indians & Cowboys. This time Dark Matters is sampling old stop-motion movies, field-recordings and the likes. The show will be rolled out on selected big shows in late 2015 and 2016.    


Turning Tables

Back in 2009, Den Sorte Skole founded Turning Tables – an NGO working to empower socially, politically and economically marginalized youth in development countries, by providing them with the means to express their grievances, hopes and dreams trough music and film creation.

Turning Tables work is centrered around its so-called Turntable Labs, based in Myanmar, Kenya and Jordan. Through the years, Turning Tables has also had programmes and held festivals in Cambodia, Lebanon, Haiti, Syria, Tunesia, Egypt and Denmark.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Martin F. Jakobsen, who took leave from our musical adventures in 2011, has taken Turning Tables to a whole new level since then and is now running it from his base in Khartoum, Sudan. Martin Højland is also active in the work from his base in Copenhagen.

Find more info on Turning Tables www.turningtables.org and get in touch if you want to take action or support this important work.
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