Susana Baca
Biography Timeline

Susana Baca de la Colina was born on the 24 May 1944 in Lima, Peru. She hails from a long family-line of illustrious Afro-Peruvian artists: the family of De la Colina, from Peru’s southern San Luis de Cañete District.

Throughout her childhood, in the Chorrillos District of Lima, Susana was surrounded by musicians: her father played the guitar, her mother danced, her aunts sang and her cousins who were the founders of Perú Negro[footnoteRef:1], an emblematic music and dance group.       [1:  Perú Negro is a cultural Afro-Peruvian association founded in 1969. As its mission, it set out to preserve the black culture of Peru. ] 


Having studied Education and Pedagogy at the Universidad Enrique Guzmán y Valle (La Cantuta) Susana graduated as a teacher in 1968. Most of the next few years were dedicated to teaching and travelling throughout Peru.

During this period Susana also began to study music and formed a group for experimental music, which combined music and local poetry. She won scholarships to both the Modern Institute of Art of Peru and The National Institute of Culture. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1970 Susana began working with Chabuca Granda, the composer of Fina Estampa and La Flor de la Canela, as her personal assistant and becomes her protégé. In 1973 she won first prize for her musical interpretations at the International Festival of Agua Dulce.

From 1989-1991, Susana and Ricardo Pereira, her spouse and representative, travelled Peru’s coastline collecting first-hand testimonies and documents from Peru’s Afro-Peruvian people. The material was compiled into a book titled Del Fuego y del Agua [Of Fire and Water], published in 1992.

In 1995 Susana’s version of ‘Maria Lando’ featured on the Luaka Bop album ‘Afro-Peruvian Classics: The Soul of Black Peru.’ The album, and her subsequent friendship and working relationship with David Byrne, becomes fundamental to Susana’s musical career. Her debut solo album for Luaka Bop ‘Susana Baca’ was released in 1997.

Also, in 1995, Susana and Ricardo created the Centro Experimental para la Música, Negrocontinuo, with a clear mission to preserve and maintain Peru’s traditions. 

Throughout the 2000s Susana released a number of albums for the Luaka Bop label including ‘Eco de Sombras’ (2000), ‘Espíritu Vivo’ (2002), ‘Travesías’ (2006), ‘Seis Poemas’ (2009) & ‘Afrodiaspora’ (2011).

During 2011 Susana held the post of Minister of Culture of Peru.


In 2014 Susana and Ricardo edit and publish another book titled El Amargo Camino de la Caña Dulce [The Bitter Road of the Sweet Cane]. 

Currently, Susana manages a cultural centre, Centro Cultural de la Memoria Escondida [Cultural Center for the Hidden Memory], in San Luis de Cañete in the south of Lima.

---- 


Awards
Susana Baca has released a total of 18 albums and been awarded three Latin Grammy Awards: 
Best Folk Album: Lamento Negro. 2002.
Record of the Year: Latinoamérica. 2011.
Best Folk Album: A Capella. 2020.

She has also received the following:
Orden al Mérito en la Orden del Sol awarded by the Office of the President of the Republic of Perú.
Medalla Juan Pablo Vizcardo y Guzmán awarded by the Congress of the Republic of Peru.
Honorary Doctorate awarded by The National University of Education Enrique Guzmán y Valle (Republic of Perú)
Honorary Doctorate in Teaching Latin American Music awarded by the Berklee College of Music (USA)
Palmas Magisteriales y Artísticas award, the highest distinction awarded by Perú’s Ministry of Education
Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, established by France’s Minister of Culture to recognize significant contributions to the arts and literature.
National Award of Culture of Perú. 

Additionally, she has been named Cultural Ambassador by several cities of the Republic of Perú as well as by several institutions associated with the protection of childhood and youth.

